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AUM. Thou dar'st not, coward, live to see that

day.
FJTZ. Now, by my soul, I would it were this

hour.

AUM. Fitzwater, thou art damn'd to hell for this.
PERCY. Aumerle, thou liest; his honour is as

true,

In this appeal, as thou art all unjust:
And, that thou art so, there I throw my gage,
To prove it on thee to the extremest point
Of mortal breathing; seize it if thou dar'st.

AUM. And if I do not, may my hands rot off,
And never brandish more revengeful steel
Over the glittering helmet of my foe !

LORD. I task the earth to the like, forsworn
Aumerle3;

Darcie's Annals of Queen Elizabeth, 4to. 1623, p. 223, sub
anno, 1587.

Again, in Bulleine's Dialogue between Soarnesse and Chirurgi,
fol. 1579, p. 20: "There is a new kynd of instruments to let
bloud withall, whych brynge the bloud-letter sometyme to the
gallowes, because hee stryketh to deepe. These instruments are
called the ruffins tucke, and long Joining rapier; weapons more
malicious than manly." REED.
' See vol. viii. p. 70, n. 3. MALONE.

3 I take the EARTH to the like, &c.] This speech I have re-
stored from the first edition in humble imitation of former editors,
though, I believe, against the mind of the author. For the earth
I suppose we should read, thy oath. JOHNSON.

To " take the earth " is, at present, a fox-hunter's phrase. So9
in The Blind Beggar of Alexandria, 1598 :

" I'll follow him until he take the earth"

But I know not how it can be applied here. It should seem,
however, from the following passage in Warner's Albion's Eng-
land, 1602, b. iii. c. xvi. that the expression is yet capable of an-
other meaning:

*c Lo here my gage (he terr'd his glove) thou know'st the
victor's meed."

To terre the glove was, I suppose, to dash it on the earth. We
still say to ground a musquet, and to ground a bowl.

Let me add, however, in support of Dr. Johnson's conjecture.